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axeasnry Depurkiunent, 
Buvew of the Wind, 


Washington, B.C, Yermaxy 1G, 1899 


t Se Ryde, Bea, 
ORR Langion. sbnect, 
wai don, Wisoonsin, 


1 Reply $9 your letter of the 1$th ing tint yor ave vemectfully 
1 thet what are knom ag proot coins in both gold »silver and 
‘ stratk by the Mint at Philadelpnia each ybar,and are sold 
! ebots and nunionatiets, ‘The price of silver and mind proof 
bring $2.50,an4 the Tee vaiue §1.81. the ptive of w bie soy 
1a dims is $463.00 and the face value $37.0, 
| The plenchets ttm which thesé coins ate struck are highly 
he nerore Shbedring the imtesaion of the dies: — They contain 
nd Gudhtity of silver end gold as tie oxdinazy ecdiinn 


 Bopectznt ly yours, 


YZ WP. ect hay 


Acting ee of the Mint. 


Sp 
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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 


February 18, 1899 


Albert S. Hyde, Esq., 
825 Langdon Street, 
Madison, Wisconsin, 


Sir: 

In reply to your letter of the 15th instant you are respectfully informed that what are 
known as proof coins in both gold, silver and minor are struck by the Mint at Philadelphia each 
year, and are sold to collectors and numismatists. The price of silver and minor proof coins being 
$2.50, and the face value $1.91. The price of a proof set of gold coins is $43.00 and the face 
value $37.50. 

The planchets from which these coins are struck are highly polished before receiving the 
impression of the dies. They contain the same quantity of silver and gold as the ordinary coins. 


Respectfully yours, 
[Signature] Benjamin F. Butler, 
Acting Director of the Mint. 


Ss. 


